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Summary

This dissertation investigates the construction of the subject specific nature (“Fachlichkeit”) of
Chinese as a school subject. It is based on the assumption that Chinese as a foreign language
can be considered as established, insofar as generealized examination standards for the Abitur
(“Einheitliche Priifungsanforderungen in der Abiturpriifung”) have been established since
1998. Furthermore, the school subject is offered as a second and a third foreign language edu-
cation at numerous secondary schools in Germany for several years. Despite all efforts, Chinese
still does not remain a self-evident part of the school curriculum, as it is still not available at
most secondary schools.

Interviews with experts on the development of Chinese as a foreign language reveal that the
school subject is simultaneously treated as a regular foreign language and something else.
Based on this discrepancy, the dissertation investigates the construction of subject specific na-
ture for Chinese through an educational perspective. Thus it aims to contribute to an empirically
based, in-depth understanding of the differentiation of the canon of subjects in modern foreign
languages and the conflicts and tensions that go with it.

Theoretically, the dissertation is situated within praxeological research on teaching and fo-
cuses on the specific nature of subjects as a knowledge practice. The approach for reconstruct-
ing this specific nature is based on an ethnographic approach and on grounded theory method-
ology. The empirical data comprises interviews with experts, ethnographic observations, field
documents, and other — including historical — documents. These diverse data (sources) are
equally taken into account and triangulated when dealing with the research question.

The reconstructed key category, "(Not) A Subject Like Any Other", consists of two tense
components: On the one hand, Chinese is constructed as a normal foreign language that can be
learned as a part of a normal school subject. On the other hand, Chinese is constructed as not
being a normal foreign language but rather distinct from established European languages.
These tense constructions permeate the specific nature of Chinese as a foreign language and
also indicate that its specific nature is still in question. With regard to the differentiation of the
canon of subjects, the example of Chinese as a foreign language exemplifies a multiplication
of modern foreign languages within the curriculum, insofar as the construction of Chinese as

not a normal foreign language establishes and consolidates a new category of a school subject.



